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What is the School Finance Research Foundation? 
The School Finance Research Foundation is a nonprofit formed by statewide education leaders following legislation that called for a comprehensive study on the true cost of meeting basic traditional K-12 public school building standards. In 2023, the Foundation set out to complete a first-of-its-kind, state-funded assessment of K-12 public school buildings statewide to meet facility health, safety and wellness standards. The Foundation’s work builds on the School Finance Research Collaborative’s landmark 2018 study that determined the true cost to educate a child in Michigan. 
What is the Statewide School Facilities Study?
The historic Statewide School Facilities Study quantifies the true cost for Michigan’s traditional K-12 public schools to meet basic standards. The study does not include administrative, athletic, playground or transportation facilities, additions, renovations or remodeling. It also does not address replacing interior finishes or parking lots, or buildings only dedicated to preschool or adult education programs.  

How Was the Study Conducted? 
Statewide, 2,534 buildings were evaluated over a two-year period to determine the cost to have them meet facility health, safety and wellness standards. Roughly 1,500 engineering and other professionals assessed 243 million square feet of building space across Michigan. Foundation study engineers reviewed 89 individual components of school facility health and safety. Key areas included  HVAC, roofing, electrical, plumbing, exterior closures, interior construction, fire protection and site improvements. 
What Did the Study Find? 
The study identified a $22.8 billion gap in funding related to basic building health, safety and wellness standards in school buildings statewide over the next decade. It would require a $10.9 billion investment just to bring our schools’ existing HVAC systems and roofs up to standards. Only 1% of buildings assessed were found to be more cost effective to replace.

How Will the Study Be Used? 

The goal of the study is to make local school infrastructure needs an unavoidable part of Michigan’s ongoing school funding debate in 2025 and beyond. We hope policymakers and local districts will find this information helpful as they make important decisions regarding public education. 
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